From the Manse
This month, instead of my usual letter, I have
written some of the things that I said at the Annual
Church Meeting on the 16th of May. I trust that this
will encourage us all in the days ahead.
The Epistle to the Hebrews 13: 8 . . . . ‘Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday, and today, and for ever!’
And so it is that today at our 2010 Annual
Church Meeting we meet with a firm hope, and a
solid conviction, that although this world may have
changed much . . . . . God’s faithfulness is
unchanging, and despite all that has happened over
the years, we His Church stand ‘Safe and Secure’ in ‘The Solid Rock of Jesus!’
Some of us here today will remember our church when it seemed much
stronger than it now is. Today the membership of St Mary’s Methodist Church is
just 46 members. But despite this we are still an important part of this island
community. Today there are still those who look to our church in times of need,
and because we stand on the Solid Rock of Jesus we are there to serve this
community and to share our hope in God’s promises with all who in the days to
come will look to us in times of need.
I firmly believe that in the days ahead we will see growth in our church,
and that our membership and our weekly congregation will increase. This is not
just ‘wishful thinking’, but instead based upon experiences of where this has
happened, and on my certainty that if we truly honour God in our lives, He will
greatly bless the work of our church . . . . I know, and firmly believe that when
Jesus said ‘ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE WITH GOD’ that this promise is for us
today!
Some of us here today will remember the days when there were many
children seen in our church family. Today things are different, and this needs to
be put right. Over the year much good work has been done in the monthly
children’s ‘Saturday Seekers’, and in the annual Summer Holiday Club. We are
thankful to those who have led this excellent work and we rejoice that a good
number of children have attended and have enjoyed learning about building their
lives on The Solid Rock of Jesus.
It is my hope that very soon we will be able to establish a weekly
Children’s Church meeting every Sunday here in our church. This will be an
important part of our mission to the families of St Mary’s. It will not be easy, it
will need to be based upon prayer, it will take time and determination, but this
will happen, and in the days to come we will again see work with children as an
important part of our church. We offer prayer and support to all who will be
working in the days to come to make this possible!
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Most weeks we hold three acts of worship. During the summer months
we have welcomed many visitors, but there have been some weeks in the depths
of winter when our numbers have been disappointingly low.
We give thanks for those who have shown great commitment to our 9.15
services. There is clearly much potential for this form of worship to grow.
I believe that we need to combine this service with a much stronger invitation to
people to come and see what it is like. The band who provide music could be a
place where those with musical skills, particularly the young could be encouraged
to take part. This 9.15 service could have a great future in furthering the work
of God on these islands . . . . but we need to speak about it, we need to make
‘personal invitations’ to come along, and we need ‘better publicity’ to get over to
the wider community just what this service has to offer. As Minister of our
church I look forward to seeing this form of worship making an impact on those
who at present see the church as a thing of the past. If you have not been, come
and see how this committed group of people are seeking to communicate the
Gospel in a way that may well connect with the needs of today.
Our 11am services continue, we rejoice in singing fine hymns, and in
hearing the word of God preached with conviction. Again I believe that these
services will see growth in the days to come. If we offer a warm welcome, and
if people hear a message that is relevant to their lives, this traditional worship
will be blessed by God.
Our evening services have been well attended. In particular the services
held in the Manse during the winter months have been a great blessing. The
singing has been excellent, and I have been able to preach on Biblical themes
that lend themselves to evening worship. This evening meeting is much loved
by those who come each week and I would like to encourage yet more to come
to it; this is a good time to be together in fellowship, and to explore how following
the way of Jesus really can bring a difference to our lives. If you do not usually
come on a Sunday evening do come and feel the Holy Spirit leading us in being
His Church today.
I now take the opportunity to thank all those who have given in so many
ways to further the work of our church here on St Mary’s. Our recently appointed
church treasurer must be upheld in prayer as she serves in this important post.
And I am thankful to our church stewards who have cheerfully made sure that
our church is welcoming and well run.
As always finances need to be kept an eye on, we all need to give
generously to the life of our church as our outgoings each year go up and up. I
am so thankful for the generosity of the Methodist people here on St Mary’s, but
it is clear that if we are to further the work of our church even more money will
need to be found. I firmly believe that our giving is blessed if we seek to
wholeheartedly follow the way of Jesus. God has
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provided and blessed His people in the past and He will continue to, if we truly
grasp that ‘Nothing is impossible with God!’
Our small property committee also need to be thanked. The building
work over the winter months was at times hard going, and this combined with
problems with the heating has at times put a great work load onto this small
group of dedicated people. If you could help by joining those who care for our
building please do so - we need you! Despite all of this we rejoice that this
building is in good order, and is here in the centre of our community as a sign of
God’s grace. Together we will make sure that this church is here for future
generations living on St Mary’s.
I firmly believe that if we are to see growth in our church, it has to be
based on prayer and Biblical teaching. Because of this I am hopeful for the future.
Our Friday fellowship evenings have been well attended and led by a
variety of speakers. It has been a great joy to have welcomed two past
Presidents of the Methodist Church to St Mary’s in recent months. Lord Leslie
Griffiths gave us a wonderful evening, he visited homes and even a member who
was in hospital. Professor Peter Stephens also visited homes, led fellowship and
study, and conducted services both here and on St Martin’s.
The Monday prayer meeting has been a great blessing, meeting every
Monday at 2.15pm. This meeting ends sharp at 3pm but often people are there
for much longer drinking tea and eating cake. This has been a place where
together we have found help, support and real Christian love. If you have not
been, do come – you will not be disappointed!
There are a lot of good things happening in our church, but I expect there
could be more. It would be good to see more house groups meeting on St
Mary’s. I have attended the Wednesday evening group and just wish we could
have more groups like this. Could you open your home for a meeting like this?
Think about it, because in fellowship we learn more of what it means to love one
another. There is more to ‘being a church’ than just what goes on on a Sunday.
Much of what we are about is in ‘relating to one another’, and really
trusting that things can be different when we build our lives on the solid rock of
Jesus. With the help of God each of us can make a fresh start in life, and the
same is true for our church. He has promised to bless us and make us strong,
and because He is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow we can be certain
that if we trust in Him we will witness our church going from strength to strength.
I have seen this happen in other places and I do believe that this can and will
happen here.
Finally, some personal thoughts. Both Mary and I have been made most
welcome by the people of Scilly, indeed in many ways you have all been most
generous to us. This is clearly a good place to live.
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But neither Mary nor I have come here for a holiday – we have come to
further the work of this church and to offer to help all who live on these islands.
I am determined that this church will grow. I need you to share with me
your vision for the future, and the door to the Manse is always open for anyone
to come in and speak with me on any day of the week.
It is my intention to visit every home on this island and if you know of
anyone who would like me to call just let me know and I will go.
With the help of God, I will continue to speak about Jesus and His
Kingdom – indeed this is the most important thing in my life. I know there is
nothing more important in this world than to trust in God and to find hope in His
promises.
I know also that God will strengthen us when we set out to follow the
way of Jesus, His Son. JESUS IS THE SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW. And I do most certainly believe that ‘Nothing is Impossible With God’!
May God’s blessings be seen in our love of one another!

Charlie Gibbs
Methodist Homes for the Aged (MHA)
MHA is a Methodist charity which provides a range of services for the
elderly from day care centres to residential
homes, with some specialist homes for dementia care. The second Sunday in June
(June 13th this year) is designated as MHA
Sunday and we are especially asked to pray
for the work of this organization on that day.

oo00O00oo
It is but right that our hearts should be on God when the heart of God
is so much on us. - Richard Baxter
Trust the past to the mercy of God, the present to his love, and the
future to his providence. - Augustine
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What if it rains?
The hymn-writer Frances Havergal gave several reasons for attending
church – especially on rainy days.
1. God has blessed the Lord’s Day, making no exceptions for stormy days.
2. I expect my minister to be there. I would be surprised if he stayed at
home because of the weather.
3. I might lose out on the prayers and the sermon that would have done
me great good.
4. For important business, rain doesn’t keep me home; and church is, in
God’s sight, very important.
5. Bad weather . . . will prove how much I love Christ. True love rarely
fails to keep an appointment.
6. Those who stay home from church because it’s rainy frequently miss
on fair Sundays too. I must not take one step in that direction.
7. Christ said that ‘where two or three are gathered together in My
name, I am there in the midst of them’ (Matthew 18: 20).
8. I don’t know how many more Sundays God may give me. It would be
poor preparation for my first Sunday in heaven to have slighted my last
one on earth.
How strange for any member
To think that he or she
Can stay away from worship
And a worthy member be. (Anon)

If absence makes the heart grow fonder,
How some people must love church!
Thanks to Pamela Thomas for this.
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News from St Martin’s
Firstly, everyone at St. Martins Chapel would like to express their sincere
thanks and appreciation to the Lyonesse Quilters, for all the expertise,
time, effort and commitment they have put into producing the splendid
new wall hanging. I have been told that our request for a scene that
depicted the essence of St. Martin’s called for techniques rather different
to those of traditional quilting, and the task was a different challenge for
the group of sewers. Whatever the methods, the result of sustained
work over several months is a skilfully crafted picture that certainly
captures the feel of our island.
It will enhance our place of
worship and be a permanent
reminder of how blessed we
are to live in a place of such
beauty.
One of the people who worked
on the wall hanging was Angela
Jenkins, so it was fitting that it
was in place in time for her
sister Heidi’s wedding at St.
Martin’s on May 2nd. This was
the second wedding Charlie
has conducted in Chapel since
Easter, and we wish both couples every happiness in the
future.
Whilst not living in
Scilly, both brides had worked
and holidayed on the island in
the past.
Also on Sunday May 2nd. our
congregation were really pleased to welcome Jeremy and Sheila Dare
back to St. Martin’s. As most readers will know, Jeremy was the minister
in Scilly in the late eighties and early nineties, so it was good to ‘catch
up’ during a tea in the Sunday School. We were interested to learn a
little of their life and work on Shetland; and Jeremy and Sheila were
happy to note our slightly increased membership and additions to the
building, such as the new kneeler at the Communion Rail and large
wooden wall cross. Jeremy then shared evening worship with Charlie,
giving the address and benediction. As Charlie said, it was good to hear
the message about ‘the assurance that comes with commitment and
choosing God for life’. We thank Jeremy
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and Sheila for giving up some of their valuable holiday time to be with
us.
Finally we are glad that Mary Evans has been able to return home from
St. Mary’s Hospital after a prolonged stay. Mary and others who have
experienced medical problems remain in our thoughts and prayers.
Heather
With thanks to Jill Wilson, one of the quilters, who kindly provided the
picture. Black and white does not do the wall-hanging justice, so do
make an effort to go to St Martin’s and see the real thing. Ed.

Oo00O00oo

Dear Friends
Thank you for all your loving support during Guy’s long illness. He was
diagnosed latterly with Multiple System Atrophy, many know this simply
as Parkinson’s+. His was a story of grace as he gradually realised that
he could no longer play his beloved flute and write and arrange music.
During this time we listened to lots of recordings and looked at Scrapbooks made of holiday visits around the country and enjoyed browsing
through photos of our life together. Until Christmas we were able to
worship together at the Parish Church and indeed, in November he gave
a party to his fellow choristers on St Mary’s to celebrate 66 years as a
chorister himself.
The prayers of many sustained both Guy and myself during this time and
indeed in our own prayers we remembered you before the Lord. This
was one of our joys as we settled to rest each night. We enjoyed the
time we were given to be together and lived life in all its fullness even
though physical constraints limited our activities.
Guy achieved so much, making great use of his given gifts in music. We
had a wonderful thanksgiving in Old Town Church by the beach on St
Mary’s and he is with his Lord.
Again thank you for your love and prayers.
Mary
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Columba of Iona (c. 521 - 97)

Columba was born in Donegal of a royal clan, and trained as a monk. He
founded several monasteries in Ireland but in 565 he left Ireland with
twelve companions for Iona, an island off southwest Scotland to found a
monastery there.
Why would a monk in his mid 40s go into such voluntary exile? Various
explanations include: voluntary exile for Christ, an attempt to help
overseas compatriots in their struggle for survival, or even as some sort
of punishment for his part in a row over a psalter in Ireland. Whatever
the reason, Columba went to Iona and spent the rest of his life in
Scotland, returning to Ireland only for occasional visits.
Columba’s biographer, Adomnan, portrays him as a tall, striking figure
of powerful build and impressive presence, who combined the skills of
scholar, poet and ruler with a fearless commitment to God’s cause.
As well as building his monastery on Iona, Columba also converted
Brude, king of the Picts. Columba had great skill as a scribe, and an
example of this can be seen in the Cathach of Columba, a late 6th
century psalter in the Irish Academy, which is the oldest surviving
example of Irish majuscule writing. In his later years Columba spent
much time transcribing books.
Columba’s death was apparently foreseen by his community, and even,
it seems, sensed by his favourite horse. He died in the church just before
Matins, and it is a tribute to this man that his traditions were upheld by
his followers for about a century, not least in the Synod of Whitby and
in Irish monasteries on the continent of Europe.
We remember the life of St Columba on June 9th, the date of his death.

Here is a prayer of St Columba:
Christ With Us
My dearest Lord,
Be Thou a bright flame before me,
Be Thou a guiding star above me,
Be Thou a smooth path beneath me,
Be Thou a kindly shepherd behind me,
Today and evermore.
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Christian Journeys
April 2004
June 2010

To Iona
To Oberammergau

Iona - the wild goose symbol – of the Holy Spirit
The symbol of our common belief in God the
Father, Jesus the Son and in the Holy Spirit.
The journey to Iona and that to Oberammergau
will both have been especially joyful for me.
Manifestly they will have confirmed our shared
heritage and beliefs across denominations. They
will have been truly ecumenical.
With my brother Geoff and his wife Jennifer I stayed in the Abbey
Community of Iona for five days of lovely Christian living and worship.
They were shared with people from a wide range of beliefs and commitment. It was no easy option to live in the Abbey. We were given
responsibilities for the welfare of our fellow inmates and there were
workloads for us all. We helped serve the meals and had cleaning jobs.
The bedrooms were shared – my companion being a young lady from
Edinburgh. Geoff and Jennifer slept in bunks in their room.
There were many activities on offer and we could choose which to
support. Morning and evening there were gatherings in the Abbey
Church with a theme for each. There were services for healing, for
choral singing, and for its opposite- for silence! At the celebration of the
Sacrament we shared bread baked in the kitchen, and gave it to our
neighbour. We then held a very large, heavy goblet with the wine, to be
passed on down the row.
During the week we went to Staffa, for Fingal’s Cave and another day to
St Columba’s Bay. This was our pilgrimage to the remote cove where he
landed from his coracle. It was a rough, tough climb getting there.
On our arrival we had been asked what we hoped to gain from our visit.
After a hectic week here, and then the long journey to Iona, my reply
was ‘To feel at peace’. By taking a full part in the activities it was not
until our last evening that the reward came. I walked uphill to the
Catholic Chapel, a small building very
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reminiscent of ours on St Mary’s, with similar sea views, but with the
mainland mountains in the far distance, - and there I found my peace!
The Catholics have a hostelry called ‘The House of Prayer’ where my
friend Keith stayed recently in company with many different Christians.
He will also be in our large group going to Oberammergau in the middle
of June. Maureen Burrow and I will be witnessing the Passion Play
performed throughout the summer at ten year intervals by the villagers,
to music composed by an inhabitant back in the 19th century. With us
will be four members of the clergy from different denominations, with an
even wider range among the rest of us. May God grant that we will find
much in common to overcome the divisions of times past. May it prove
to be a truly ecumenical journey!
Gwen Clarkson
St Mary’s Methodist Church Library

Housed in the Methodist Hall we have a wide range of
Christian literature. We hope the locals and visitors in
the congregation will take books of interest to them and
read them at their leisure. Many additional volumes
were quietly added to the stock while the building was
re-roofed recently and we realized that we had acquired
a great many Bibles in a variety of different translations.
We knew there were people elsewhere who would love
to have one!
Recycling here in the Isles of Scilly is not always a simple operation.
However, for many years we have been thankful for the ability to send
surplus clothing to the Salvation Army in Penzance via a collecting bin
behind the Town Hall. In due course the bags are transported to the
mainland by the Isles of Scilly Steamship Company – at no cost!! This
is greatly appreciated and we rejoice that the Steamship Co. in similar
fashion, have now taken two boxes of Bibles to Penzance. The Salvation
Army members have collected them and will be sending the books to
needy recipients.
Praise the Lord for this outcome!
Gwen Clarkson, Librarian
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The Small Beatitudes
Blessed are those who can laugh at themselves; they will have no end
of fun.
Blessed are those who can tell a mountain from a molehill; they will be
saved a lot of bother.
Blessed are those who know how to relax without looking for excuses;
they are on the way to becoming wise.
Blessed are those who are sane enough not to take themselves too
seriously; they will be valued most by those about them.
Happy are you if you can take small things seriously and face serious
things calmly; you will go far in life.
Happy are you if you can appreciate a smile and forget a frown; you
will walk on the sunny side of the street.
Happy are you if you can be kind in understanding the attitudes of
others even when the signs are unfavourable; you may be taken for a
fool but this is the price of charity.
Blessed are those who think before acting and pray before thinking;
they will avoid many blunders.
Happy are you if you know how to hold your tongue and smile, even
when people interrupt and contradict you or tread on your toes; the
Gospel has begun to seep into your heart.
Above all, blessed are you who recognize the Lord in all whom you
meet; the light of truth shines in your life for you have found true wisdom.
(Joseph Follet)
Thanks to Pamela Thomas for finding this for us.
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June Birthdays

This month we send our prayers and birthday greetings
to Rose Didlick, Ann Elgawad, Sam Grossett, Kenneth
Jackson Cocking, June Lethbridge, Philip Lethbridge,
Steve Manning, Janis Nightingale, Tony Nightingale,
Iona Perkins, Jacky Perkins, Tianna Rose, Christopher
Savill, Hallie Shave, Tricia Thomas, Gillian Trenear.

Time for a smile
The seventh commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery.
The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to stand
still and he obeyed him.

Editorial Team
Anne Gurr
MaryRatcliffe
Val Parker

manda.gurr@btinternet.com
maryratcliffe@live.com
martinandval.parker@virgin.net

This is the Circuit magazine but it needs your contributions to make sure
everyone knows what is happening.
Visit our Circuit website

www.scillymethodists.co.uk

-oo00O00ooSome
material
in
www.parishpump.co.uk.
magazine editors to use.

this
magazine
was
obtained
from
We thank them for providing material for
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